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The Effect of Forming Friendships on Children with
Autistic Spectrum Disorder to Improve t
heir Social Interaction

Dr. Hala R. Abdelhameed
Assistant professor of Special Education
Faculty of Education- Ismailia
Suez Canal University

The aim of this study is to investigate the ability of children
with autistic spectrum disorder in forming friends and its effect on
their social interaction. The sample of this study was five children with
autistic disorder and five children with Asperser syndrome recruited
from Gamal Eldien Alafgani school and a special needs center in
Ismailia governorate. The children were tested on the forming
friendships scale, social scale, and friendship activities. There is no
significant difference between the performance of the children with
autistic disorder on forming friendships and social interaction before
and after the intervention. Instead of that the qualitative results
showed slight improvement on their performance. Furthermore, there
is a significant difference between the performance of children with
Asperger syndrome before and after the intervention. Also, there is
a significant difference between the Autistic disorder children and
Aspreger syndrome on forming friendships and the improvement on
social interaction in favor of Aspreger syndrome. These results shed
the light on the ability of children with autistic spectrum disorder to
form friendships and this can improve their social interaction.

Keywords: Friendships - Autistic Spectrum Disorder - Social
Interaction
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